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School resumes amid change
8,000 students return to classes; new-school construction on track

   October 2016      Tahoma School District     Maple Valley, WA 98038

Much has changed at Cedar River Middle School 
since the final day of school last June: New car-
peting, remodeled lavatories, new front office, 

new play shed, and dozens of other improvements. But none 
of those changes can compare to the transformation of the 
school’s front courtyard.
What once was cracked, deteriorating pavement is now an ar-

tistic tribute to nature that is set in colored concrete. A wood-
plank bridge crosses a river where salmon navigate around 
rocks and logs. Tracks of bear, rabbit and deer crisscross the 
riverbank, winding among a smattering of fossils. All of it is 
walkable concrete, sculpted by a dedicated crew from Skanska 
USA Building Inc., which is performing renovation work at 
Cedar River and Tahoma middle schools to prepare them for 
conversion to elementary schools next year.
“It’s pretty unique,” said Ken Hester, concrete superintendent 

for Skanska. “We do square-beam concrete for a living. It’s 
refreshing to do something different.”
Replacing the unsightly, broken courtyard pavement with 

new concrete was part of the renovation plan for Cedar River. 
It was supposed to be a standard concrete paving job, until 
Cindy Darcy, who is coordinating renovation work for Taho-
ma, had an idea to do something special. Darcy, who also is 
in charge of purchasing and risk management for the district, 
was impressed with decorative concrete stamping work that 
is being done at the new Tahoma High School and wondered 
if something similar could be done at Cedar River. Instead of 
just plain pavement, could there be a concrete river at Cedar 
River?
“When she had that vision, that was really cool,” Hester said.
Darcy’s vision quickly became a concept and then a plan. It 

also came at no additional cost to the school district, thanks to 
donations of concrete stamps by local cement masons and the 
generosity of Skanska, which absorbed additional costs and 
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Skanska USA Building Inc., workers apply salmon stamps to wet concrete at Cedar River Middle School.
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used it as a training exercise.
After discussing ideas about what to 

feature in the courtyard scene, Darcy said 
she turned it over to Hester. “Ken said, 
‘just let us run with it,’” she recalled. And 
they did.
After the old con-

crete was removed, 
Hester and his crew 
built forms and 
poured concrete to 
create an arching 
bridge that traverses 
the courtyard. Large 
rubber stamps were 
applied to the wet 
concrete to create 
realistic-looking 
planks, complete 
with wood grain 
and nail heads. 
Next came the river, 
which was poured 
into flexible forms 
that created the 
effect of a wind-
ing stream. Crew 
members used other 
stamps to press into 
the surface images 
of salmon, wildlife 
footprints, rocks, logs and fossils. The 
remaining courtyard areas then were 
poured and received the usual smooth 
finish. Finally, the river, bridge and other 
imprints were professionally dyed.
“I am thrilled at how well it turned out,” 

Darcy said.
Hester said he and his crew are pleased 

with the project and happy to leave some-
thing behind that will amuse and engage 
students for many years to come.
“It was a lot of fun,” he said. “And a lot 

of fun for my guys, too.”

In addition to the renovations to trans-
form CRMS into an elementary school 
by the fall of 2017, construction work has 
continued at Tahoma Middle School, and, 
to a lesser extent, at Tahoma Junior High 
School and Tahoma High School. Work on 
smaller projects such as base molding will 
continue this fall; as well as next summer.

Construction  of 
the new Tahoma 
High School and 
remodeling other 
schools will create 
more classrooms 
and relieve over-
crowding next 
school year, just as 
the school district 
has reached its 
all-time high for 
enrollment with 
8,069 students. All 
of the construction 
and remodeling is 
being funded by the 
2013 construction 
bond measure and 
state construction 
matching dollars.
In addition to 

repaving the court-
yard at CRMS, 
other work this 
summer included: 

• Several portables were demolished to 
make way for the construction of a play 
shed. 
• The administration and main office 

have been relocated to the front of the 
building, where a security vestibule was 
added. This move also improved sight 
lines so that office personnel can more 
easily see the campus.
• The campus was fenced, and cameras 

and access-control door swipes were 
added at all four buildings.

• The former office area was converted 
into two classrooms.
• The building was recarpeted.
• In the cafeteria, colorful flooring was 

added around the perimeter; and the front 
of the stage was modernized.
• Lockers were removed, and cubbies 

were installed in all classrooms. Middle 
school students will used them to store 
their backpacks this year.
• The weight room was converted into two 

classrooms. Weight equipment has been 
sent to the existing high school, which will 
reopen as a middle school next fall.
• Bathrooms were re-tiled; new fixtures 

and stall doors were installed.
At Tahoma Middle School, which will 

also reopen as an elementary school next 
fall, the project list included: 
• Work in the administration building to 

add a security vestibule, recarpet, make 
the greeting area and health room larger.
• Added built-in cabinetry in the music 

room, along with some floor changes to 
accommodate elementary-aged music 
curriculum.
• Work in the 400 building (adjacent to 

the gym) to convert a storage room into a 
fourth classroom, including internal modi-
fications so that all four classes connect to 
a central restroom area. This will become 
the new kindergarten wing.
• Construction of a covered play shed, 

which will be complete by mid-Septem-
ber. Concrete pads were poured where 
playground equipment will be installed 
next summer.
• New parking is being put in at the east 

side of the site, expected to be complete 
by mid-September.

• Lockers were removed and replaced 
with tackable surfaces for elementary use. 
Some bays of lockers were salvaged and 
will be used for the Transitions program 
at the new high school. Cubbies were 
installed in all classrooms.
• Restoration work was done on the out-

side of the historic three-story building, 
including brick and mortar repairs.
• New third-floor boys and girls re-

strooms were constructed near the library.
• Cameras and access-control door 

swipes were installed.
• Seismic updates were completed at the 

gym.
• A new covered walkway and a softened 

drop-off loop were created, which will 
improve the flow of traffic.
• New security fencing was installed.
At (the current) Tahoma High School: 
• A student restroom was added to the 

200 building, which will be the future 
eighth grade wing when the site reopens 
as Maple View Middle School next fall.
• A parent drop-off area was added to the 

side parking lot.
• Cameras and access-control door 

swipes were installed.
• Next summer, updates will include 

renovations to the auxiliary stage area as 
well as signage changes.
At Tahoma Junior High: 
• Access-control door swipes and securi-

ty camera upgrades were installed.
• Next summer, a security vestibule will 

be configured in the main office area, and 
a monument sign will be added.
Further security improvements will be 

made at Glacier Park, Shadow Lake and 
Rock Creek elementary schools as well.

School construction, remodeling on schedule

Teachers tour the new Tahoma High School, which is nearing completion.  
Much remains to be done inside the building, which will be finished next spring. 

Continued from Page 1

Covered play sheds are being built at Tahoma and Cedar River middle schools, 
which are being converted to elementary schools for next school year.

Students stand on a stamped concrete 
bridge that crosses a colorful concrete 
river flowing through the Cedar River 
Middle School courtyard.
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Fall is an energizing time in the Tahoma School 
District, as we warmly welcome students and 
families to the new school year.

On a personal note, this will be my 36th 
year in the district, and I could not be more 
excited! Construction on six school sites 
continues, with each project on time and 
within budget. We are scheduling dedica-
tion or rededication ceremonies at all six 
schools for next August.
Change continues to be a major part of our 

story. We will serve about 8,000 students 
this year. We have hired 40 new teachers, 
bringing our total to just over 400 teachers 
serving students on eight main campuses 
and in special programs. Added to the near-
ly 600 certificated and classified support 
staff, there are now close to 1,000 folks 
serving students in the Tahoma School 
District. We are hard at work on many elements that will 
create a successful transition to our new buildings and 
system.
With the new school year getting underway, we ask 

families to consider getting involved at their student’s 

school by getting to know the principal and teachers. 
Open houses and back to school nights are a great start 

but parents are always invited to contact 
teachers and to get involved in school 
support activities. We also invite parents 
to learn more about our schools by visiting 
the district website, www.tahomasd.us and 
your student’s individual school website. 
Please also connect with us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. Everyone in our 
school family is looking forward to the 
2016-17 academic year with enthusiasm 
and optimism.
Although the new high school open-

ing next fall is perhaps the most visible 
construction project in the district there 
is considerable other activity as well. The 
renovations for Cedar River and Tahoma 
middle schools to elementary buildings are 

ongoing, and will be complete next August. The new Lake 
Wilderness Elementary School broke ground last May 
and is on time and on budget for opening next fall as well. 
Tahoma Junior High and the current Tahoma High School 
are being renovated to accommodate middle school stu-

dents in the fall of 2017. We have much to accomplish in 
the next 11 months!
With the completion of those schools, the major portions 

of our 2013 bond program are coming to an end. That 
program was intended to meet the needs of Tahoma stu-
dents and relieve overcrowding at our buildings. Those 
goals are being met - and we want to thank Tahoma 
voters and community members!
Our district, along with many others in our state, will 

place renewed emphasis this year on school attendance. 
As Tahoma families have have already learned, we are 
concerned that students are missing too many school 
days. Let’s all work together to ensure that students are 
getting the most out of school by being present each day. 
I’m looking forward to a great school year and I hope 

you’ll follow what’s happening in the district through 
our web page, social media and this publication, which 
will be mailed to every household in the school district 
four times a year. And, consider attending a school board 
meeting -- typically held the second and fourth Tuesday 
each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Central Services Center 
Board Room. See you at school. Go Bears!
Superintendent Rob Morrow can be reached at       

rmorrow@tahomasd.us

A more engaging science program will be 
taught in Tahoma elementary classrooms 
this year, sparking students’ imaginations, 
curiosity and contributing to their love of 
learning. All that will happen due in part 
to a new curriculum for first through fifth 
grade students, in an update that has been 
many years coming.
“In Tahoma, we haven’t done anything 

significant with science in 10 to 15 years. 
... Elementary science has been kind of 
hit or miss depending on the teacher and 
their level of expertise,” said Billl Weis, an 
instructional science coach who is over-
seeing teacher training and the transition 
to the new curriculum, called “Teachers 
Curriculum Institute: Bring Science Alive.” 
Tahoma isn’t alone -- because of rigorous 
requirements in reading and math, the fo-
cus of districts across the state has been in 
those areas for many years.
Science will be taught four days per week, 

and will be implemented over a three-year 
period. 
It was nerve-wracking to add this new 

curriculum to elementary teachers’ plates, 
because there is so much other work re-
quired of them -- and because everyone 
in the district has added work this year to 
prepare for the transition to the new build-
ings and system next fall.
In an effort to make the new curriculum 

more accessible and doable this year, Weis 

and other administrators decided to create 
a set of kits and totes containing handouts, 
laminated sheets and other materials for 
each lesson -- for every elementary teacher 
in first through fifth grade. It was a consid-
erable amount of material to organize, and 
the project took over the Rock Creek gym 
for the summer. Teaching and Learning 
staff members Kyndahl Carlson and Toni 
Ashley oversaw the creation of 90 kits, 
made up of 385 tote boxes, along with re-
fill kits for the 2017-18 school year, which 

added 153 boxes.
In addition to those materials, each ele-

mentary building’s parent-teacher group 
is providing volunteer science coordina-
tors for every grade level to help prepare 
hands-on labs and projects.
“We’re trying to remove all the obstacles and 

barriers because elementary teachers have 
so much on their plate, especially this year,” 
Weis said. “The teachers are excited,” Weis 
said. “That’s been so encouraging to me.”
At the kindergarten level, Tahoma will 

use a different curriculum: National Geo-
graphic’s Explorers Science Curriculum. 
That will begin next fall when all of Taho-
ma’s kindergarten classes are full day. This 
year’s all-day kindergarten teachers are 
using it during this school year, and those 
teachers will provide feedback before it 
goes systemwide next fall. The same team 
of Teaching and Learning staff created nine 
kits for that curriculum.
The curriculum is Tahoma’s plan for 

meeting the Next Generation Science 
Standards, adopted by the state in 2013. 
The cost of about $350,000 includes all 
supplies, refills for next school year and the 
new kindergarten curriculum as well.
Fifth-grade teachers across the district 

began using the new curriculum last year, 
and gave feedback about the program.
“I love that the new science curriculum 

builds on what students have learned be-
fore in previous years,” said Amy Cassady, 
who teaches fifth grade at Rock Creek Ele-
mentary. “I love that there’s lots of hands-
on activities. I love that it is linear in that 
it has a starting point and an ending point 
for each unit.”
Other positives include the online access 

to materials -- students who don’t finish 
in class can take their interactive student 
notebooks home to finish with computer 
access if they have it, or with the textbook 
if they don’t have a computer, Cassady said.

Excitement builds as construction enters final months

New elementary science curriculum ready to go

Summer employees used the Rock Creek Elementary School gym to assemble 
more than 500 boxes of science materials.
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 The new school year features many 
new faces in the teaching and classroom 
support staff.
One of the new faces in a leadership 

position in the district this year is Lake 
Wilderness Elementary Assistant Princi-
pal Kim Moshier, who says she couldn’t 
be more excited to be joining Tahoma.  
She most recently worked in the Highline 
School District.
As part of the system-wide realignment 

and reorganization, a number of elemen-
tary principals will move to new buildings 
next fall along with teachers and other 
staff members. When the 2017-18 school 
year begins, the line-up of principals will 
be: Fritz Gere, Cedar River Elementary 
School; New hire to be announced later 
this school year at Glacier Park Elemen-
tary School; Dr. Audrey Meyers, Lake 
Wilderness Elementary School; Chris 
Thomas, Rock Creek Elementary School; 
Mike Hanson, Shadow Lake Elementary 
School (Hanson is serving as assistant 
principal at Glacier Park this year); Jerry 
Gaston, Tahoma Elementary School. 
At the secondary level, Andy McGrath 

will be principal of Maple View Mid-
dle School (at the current high school 
building); Sean Cassidy will be principal 
of Summit Trail Middle School (at the 
current junior high building); and Terry 
Duty will be principal of the new Tahoma 
High School.
Special open house events will be held 

Oct. 18 at the four current elementary 
schools and at Cedar River and Tahoma 
middle schools, which will be elementary 
schools next year. Parents will be able to 

hear a bit more about how the transition 
will work, and ask questions.
At Lake Wilderness, Moshier was just 

starting to settle into her new office last 
week. On the first day of school, she was 
outside greeting students and parents with 
a smile and a map so that she could help 
point them in the right direction. 
“I always promote positive relationships, 

and I’m going to be supporting families 
for anything that they need -- if they have 
an attendance issue, a staff issue -- come 
in and let’s meet about it. There is always 
a solution,” Moshier said.
Students and parents at all buildings will 

notice new teachers and staff this fall. 
The district hired about 40 new teachers 
and certified staff members, along with an 
estimated 30 new classified staff mem-
bers. Here are the names, specialty and 
most recent district of the new certificated 
employees:
Tahoma High School
Cristina Azizeh, business education, Bellevue 

School District
Mitchell Boyer, health/fitness, Issaquah School 

District
Therese Miller, Secondary Special Education 

(SAIL) teacher, Kent School District
Zackary Pittis, social studies, Riverview School 

District
Orlia Stanford, social studies, Lake Washington 

School District
Sharon Wright, school counselor, Kent School 

District
Tahoma Junior High School
Matthew Brashears, language arts, Sumner School 

District
Nicole Headley, art teacher, n/a
John Hurtin, English language arts, n/a
Molly Meeks, special education, n/a
Cedar River Middle School
James Bournes, sixth grade, Highline School 

District
Rebecca Landrey, special education, n/a
Nathan Seely, language arts, Mount Adams School 

District
Krystal Shook, middle school, Issaquah School 

District
Tahoma Middle School
Marcie Brown, math, n/a
Devon Dib, sixth grade, n/a
Sara Stephens, English language arts, Federal Way 

School District
Stacy Nunez, student support coordinator, Califor-

nia
Glacier Park Elementary
Dianna Ford, third grade, Seattle School District 
Jennifer Hampshire, third grade, Issaquah School 

District
Jean Hickman, music, n/a
Stacey Shireman, third grade, Riverview School 

District
Jenny Tracy, kindergarten, Renton School District
Lake Wilderness Elementary
Angela Binder, third grade, n/a
Cecelia Guyette, school counselor, White River 

School District

Kylie Maples, kindergarten, n/a
Jennifer McPherson, academic support teacher, 

Kent School District
Kim Moshier, assistant principal, Highline School 

District
Amy Thompson, third grade Discovery teacher, 

Federal Way School District
Rock Creek Elementary
Maureen Boyer, first grade, Issaquah School 

District
Catherine Carino, second grade, n/a
Sam Cooper, second grade, n/a
Heather Landry, fourth grade, Enumclaw School 

District
Lori Newton, kindergarten (leave replacement), 

California
Shadow Lake Elementary
Danielle Boyles, third grade, Auburn School 

District
Michelle Hurley, kindergarten (leave replacement), 

n/a
Melanie Person, school counselor, n/a
Special Services
Kari Fadler, speech language pathologist, Sno-

qualmie Valley

70 new staff join Tahoma in classroom, support positions
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Over the summer, the Tahoma School 
Board voted unanimously to approve the 
Bryson Plan for realigning school atten-
dance boundaries within the district. 
The decision was the culmination of a 

lengthy study of multiple scenarios by 
the Boundary Review Committee, which 
began meeting in January and passed 
its recommendation of the Bryson and 
Hybrid plans to the board in June. The 
meeting included a final opportunity for 
parents and community members to share 
their opinions with the board.
A “feeder” system will be used to direct 

elementary students to the two mid-
dle schools in the fall of 2017. Under 
the adopted Bryson plan, Glacier Park 
Elementary, Lake Wilderness Elementary 
and Shadow Lake Elementary students 
will attend Maple View Middle School 
(the current high school building). Cedar 

River Elementary, Rock Creek Elemen-
tary and Tahoma Elementary schools will 
feed to Summit Trail Middle School (the 
current junior high school building).
The board also voted unanimously 

to approve start times for the 2017-18 
school year, with the stipulation that they 
would like a full review of all start times 
in the district when staff members can 
tackle that issue after the current planning 
and transition period. The start times for 
2017-18 will be: Tahoma High School 
at 7:40 a.m.; both middle schools at 8 
a.m.; Glacier Park Elementary, Shadow 
Lake Elementary, Tahoma Elementary, 
Lake Wilderness Elementary at 8:40; 
Cedar River Elementary and Rock Creek 
Elementary at 9:10 a.m. 
More information about the plan can be 

viewed on the school district web page at: 
www.tahomasd.us

New attendance boundaries set for 2017-18

Superintendent Rob Morrow greets teachers at an orientation session.


